REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN
CABINET OF MINISTERS

DECREE
№ 88

12 May, 2010, Baku 
On approval of “Regulations of Master’s degree awarding and of Master course’s content and Arrangement Rules”
For the purpose of ensuring execution of Decree No 156, Clause 1.15, dated 5 September 2009 of President of the Republic of Azerbaijan About Application of Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan About Education, Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan hereby ordered as follows:

1. To approve “Regulations of Master’s degree awarding and of Master course’s content and Arrangement Rules” (attached).
          2.  This order comes into force from the signing day.

Prime Minister of the Azerbaijan Republic
                                                                                                 A. Rasi-zade
Approved by the decree №88 of Cabinet of Ministers of the Azerbaijan Republic of, 12 May 2010 

Regulations of Master’s degree awarding and of Master course’s content and Arrangement Rules
REGULATIONS 
1. General provisions 
1.1. The regulations are elaborated in compliance with Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan About Education and regulate educational content on the level of Master course, Arrangement Rules and Master’s degree awarding.   
1.2. Being the second level of higher education Master course ensure preparing professionals according to the list specialities classification approved by Cabinet of Minister of the Azerbaijan Republic. On this level of education those who graduated Bachelor’s program are taught different specialities according to relevant educational program.    
In specialities where special skills and talents needed as culture, music, art, sports, architecture, design and etc. master course teaches only theoretical subjects and spheres where researches needed. The list of such specialities is determined by Cabinet of Minister of the Azerbaijan Republic.

1.3. Present Regulations are compulsory to all higher educational institutes operated on the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic regardless of their subordination, ownership and forms of regulations and organization and they regulate requirements for educational content on master’s level, relevant educational programs for different specialities, and students’ level of grounding.    
1.4. Present Regulations, by setting general requirements for professionals’ training, establish facilities for higher educational quality improvement, increasing of responsibility and efficiency of training, educational and methodological support enhancement, transparency of learners’ attestation. They create opportunity to bring quality of the education in compliance with state educational standards as well as international and European principles, to integrate higher education system into European educational sphere to help to recognize Azerbaijani diplomas on international level.  

1.5. There are full time tuition and extramural studies on  magistrature level.  
1.6. Full time tuition on  master’s level  takes 1,5-2 years (extramural studies 6 months longer). It depends on educational programs on different specialities

1.7. Regardless of their subordination and ownership forms all higher education institutes can execute master courses on paid and free of charge basis. 1.8. Master courses can be organized by Ministry of Education in all higher education institutes having  potential of scientific-pedagogical personnel and rather high level  material and technical resources and training infrastructure regardless of their subordination and ownership forms in accordance with Cabinet of Ministers of Azerbaijan Republic. 
1.9. Master’ course on particular specialization can be organized in higher education institute where this specialization is taught on the first level (Bachelor’s program).   

1.10. It is determined by  Cabinet of Ministers of Azerbaijan Republic that admission to Master’ course in the state education institutes is up to 20 %   consists of Bachelors’ who studied the same speciality (relatively to who studies on paid and free of charge basis).   

1.11. State Students Admission Commission is in charge of  admission to magistrature. Admission is realizing according to defined rules.   
1.12. Foreign citizens admission to Master’ course is realized according to legislative acts and regulations.  
2. Requirements put forward to educational contest 

and teaching process on master’s level 
2.1. Master’s study as according to requirements of the first level of higher education is educational process ensuring well trained professionals ready for independent creative work development.   
2.2. Teaching speciality in magistratura in  higher education institutes of the Azerbaijan Republic is going according to the educational program on the particular speciality, relevantly worked out teaching plan, working programs on subjects (syllabus) and other normative documents (regulations on assessment, personal teaching plan, lessons table, exams schedule, lessons’ regulations, regulations on experience exchange).    
2.3. Educational programs on specialities cover such issues as content teaching process in magistrature and scientific researches planning, forms and means of carrying them out, amount of academic load, period of academic terms (semesters), kinds of studying (lecture, exercises, laboratory work and etc), number of particular subjects.   

Planning of the teaching process and scientific researches, organizing teaching plan (exemplary working and personal), programs on subjects are realized on the basis of  relevant worked out working programs on subjects. Forms and structure of these plans are determined by higher educational institutes. 

        Programs on subject are worked out in accordance with educational program on the relevant specialization by higher education institute and approved by Ministry of education of Azerbaijan Republic.   
     Working programs on subjects (syllabus) are worked out and approved  by higher education institute and approved.

Working educational program (syllabus) is prepared on the basis of relevant subject program and this document reflects teaching subject pattern, its aim and goal, brief contest, time and kind of lessons, exercises for students’ independent work, timing for doing them, consultation hours, information about teacher, assessments criteria, schedule for intermediate evaluating, lists of used literature

2.4. Educational content of master’s level consist of connected to each other theoretical training, pedagogical and professional training and also researches work. 

Study is realized in forms of theoretical and pedagogical training humanities, lecturers on humanities and specialities’ subjects, trainings, independent work, pedagogical experience and etc.  
Master’s training in the sphere of scientific research is conducting by according to particular researches modern means and helps in thesis preparation.  

2.5.
Structure of educational programs on different specialities consists of study (humanities and general study, as well as subjects on speciality) and scientific research parts.
2.6. Master’s study arrangement is implemented through credit system (European Credit Transfer System applied in European countries – ECTS) according to rules approved by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan in compliance with requirements of higher educational stage’s government standard.

 2.7. Certification (knowledge evaluation) of the students for subjects is implemented by multigrade (100-grade) system in an order determined by the Ministry of Education  of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

2.8.  As a rule, academic year consists of two terms (autumn and spring). Besides, during summer holidays there can be also organized summer terms within no more than 6 (six) weeks.

 2.9. During the full time study theoretical study takes 45 weeks, scientific researches and pedagogical training takes 8 weeks, and examination session – 15 weeks. At this time in-classroom hours are 12-16.  
12 weeks allocated for work on thesis and thesis defence and 14 weeks for holidays.  
2.10. A student’s in-classroom and out-classroom (whole study, scientific researches and pedagogical training) weekly load scope is 45 hours. At this point classroom hours are 12-16. 

In extramural studies compulsory in class academic load is 120-160 hours per year. In each academic year training period begins from September 15 and is finalized according to curriculum for speciality.

2.11. One academic hour is equal to 45 minutes. For all types of lessons there are determined 2 academic hours. Interval between academic hours mustn’t be less than 5 minutes. 
2.12. Scientific researches at Master’s level should have exploratory and  applied character.

2.13. Scientific supervision of the undergraduates’ work carried out by some of professors teaching personnel of the same institute, who has academic degree or specialist from other organization meeting the above mentioned standards. A scientific tutor can supervise not more than 5 students’ work.   If students scientific researches connected to different science a scientific consultant can be provided to him/her long with a scientific tutor.  
3. Specialized councils on master’s thesis defence  
3.1. The final stage of the master’s study is thesis defence (depending on speciality it can be leaving examination).  

3.2. Those who graduated master’s course obtain “Master” scientific degree.  This degree is given on the basis of specialized councils order. Specialized councils  are organized by higher educational institutes specially for thesis defence. Those who graduated master’s course can continued their education in doctorate. 

3.3. Arrangement and functioning of the Specialized councils  are ruled by the regulations approved by Cabinet of Minister of the Azerbaijan Republic.

4. Undergraduates Final Attestation 
4.1. Undergraduates who fulfilled all conditions of the training plan are allowed to the final attestation. 

4.2. Final attestation consists of thesis defence and exams on specialities. Thesis defence carried out on meetings of the Specialized councils.     

4.3. Requirements put forward to thesis content, form and presentation are determined by Ministry of Education of Azerbaijan Republic.  

4.4. Undergraduates who fulfilled all conditions of the master level’s  educational program and training plan of master level and got Master degree are given state standard diploma. 
4.5. The persons who for this or another reason didn’t finish master’s study are given reference in an order determined by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The reference form is approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

To guarantee execution of the Decree of Cabinet of Ministers of the Azerbaijan Republic №88 of 12 May, 2010, on approval of “State standard and program for the levels of higher education”.


I DECREE

1. Responsible departments of the Ministry of Education, heads of higher educational institutions to follow Regulations of Master’s degree awarding and of Master course’s content and Arrangement Rules  of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan at the work.
2. Head of Board of the Ministry of Education (I.Pirmammadov), Higher and Secondary Specialized Education Department (I.Mustafayev) to be charged to implement the necessary activities resulting from this order.

5. I undertake control for the order execution.

Basis:  Decision No 88 dated 12.05.2010 of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

